Saint Katherine Greek Orthodox Church

December 31st, 2023
Sunday Before Epiphany

Mission Statement

To Engage, Serve, and Enrich the lives of Orthodox Christians, through
Word, Worship, and Outreach, and to Welcome all people to live the Orthodox
Christian way of life.

Our Clergy:
Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, Proistamenos
Fr. Philip Armstrong, Priest Emeritus
Fr. Demetrios Kavouras, Priest Emeritus

Sunday Service Times: 8:15 a.m. Orthros, 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Contact Us:
480-899-3330 - office@st-katherine.org - www.stkatherineaz.org

Church Office Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Closed 12:00-1:00 p.m. for lunch
Fr. Timothy is off on Thursdays.

Metropolis of San Francisco / Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America



http://www.stkatherinechurchaz.org

Hymns at the Small Entrance
Resurrection Apolytikion
Let us worship the Word, Who is unoriginate with the Father and the Spirit, and from a virgin
was born for our salvation, O believers, and let us sing His praise. For in His goodness He was
pleased to ascend the Cross in the flesh, and to undergo death, and to raise up those who had
died, by His glorious Resurrection.
Tov ouvavapyov Adyov [Matpl kat [vevpaty, Tov €k [lapBévou texBévta eig cwtnplav AU®dY, AVUPVIICWLLEY
TILOTOL Kol IPOOKUVI|OWLEVY, OTL NUEOKNOE oapki, AveABElV v T® oTaup, kal Bavatov mopeval, katl
éyelpal TovG TeBvedTag, év Tfj év6oEw Avaotdoel alToD.

Apolytikion of Nativity

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, hath shined the light of knowledge upon the world; for there-
by they that worshipped the stars were instructed by a star to worship Thee, the Sun of Right-
eousness, and to know Thee, the Dayspring from on high. O Lord, glory be to Thee.

HT'évwnois oov Xplote 0 Bedg U@V, AvETELAE TG KOO TO POG TO THi§ YVWOOEWS' €V aVTi] Yap ol Tolg
AoTPOLS AATPEVOVTEG, UTIO A0TEPOG £818A0KOVTO, OE TIPOOKUVELY, TOV HAloV Tij¢ Sikatoovvng, kal 6€
ywwoketv €€ Ujoug avatoAnv. Kopie 65 oot

Apolytikion of the Sunday after Nativity

O Joseph, proclaim the wonders to David, the ancestor of God. Thou hast seen a Virgin great
with child; thou hast given glory with the shepherds; thou hast worshipped with the Magi;
and thou hast been instructed through an Angel. Entreat Christ God to save our souls.
EVayyeAilov Twof @, T¢ Aauis td Bavpata t¢) Osomdtopt MapBévov (8¢ kuooprcacav, petd Méywv
mpocekvvnoag, petd Molpuevwv £8ofordynaoag, St Ayyédou xpnpatiodeis. Ikéteve Xplotov Tov Oedy,
owBfjval tag Puyag udv.

Apolytikion of St. Katherine

Let us sing the praise of the Bride of Christ renown, * the Patroness of Sinai, Katherine Di-
vine. * Our assistance and protection, * for she has brilliantly subdued, * the impious refined,
by the power of the Spirit. * She was crowned as a martyr of the Lord, * and for all, she en-
treats His great mercy.

Tnv mavevEnov vOlenv Xplotod udviiowley, Aikatepivav v Belav kal ToAtobyxov Zwva, v fonBetav
NUGV xatl avtiAnyiw, 8Tl Epiwoe AalTpds, Toug koPog Tdv doeBdv, Tod ITvehlatog tf] Maxaipa, kal
vOv wg Mdptug ote@Beloa, alteltal TdoL TO Peya £Agog.

Kontakion

On this day the Virgin beareth the Transcendent in Essence; to the Unapproachable, the earth
doth offer a small cave; Angels join in choir with shepherds in giving glory; with a star the
Magi travel upon their journey; for our sakes is born a young Child, he that existed before the
ages as God.

H MapBévog onpepov, TOv UepoUoLov TIKTEL kal 1) Y] TO ZmAaiov, T¢ dmpooitw mpooayel. AyyeAol petd
Mowévwyv §o&oroyolaot. Mdayot 6¢ petd dotépog 68otmopoiol” SU Huds yap €yevvnon, Maidiov

VEov, 0 TIpO alwvwv Ogdg.



Epistle Reading: Timothy 4:5-8

TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
fulfil your ministry.

For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come.
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Hence-
forth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the right-
eous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have
loved his appearing.

Mpog TyndOeov B' 4:5-8
Téxkvov TwwdBee, vijgpe év ROV, KakoTdOnoov, £pyov moincov ebayyeAloTo, TV Slakoviay cou
TANpo@opNncov. Eym yap 16n omévdoual, kai 0 kalpodg Tiig £ufis avaAloews é@éotnkey. Tov
Ay®dVaA TOV KAAOV NY®VIoUAL, TOV SpOUOV TETEAEKQ, TNV TIOTIV TETNPNKA: AOLTIOV, ATOKELITAL HOL O
ThG StkatooVVNG OTEPAVOG, OV ATOSWOEL oL O KUPLOG €V £kelvr) T HEPQ, O Slkalog KPLTNG: OV
Hovov 8¢ pol, GAAX Kal oLV TOT NYAmnKOGLY TNV EMLPAvVELXY aUTOD.

Gospel Reading: Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the
prophets, 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your
way; the voice of one crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of re-
pentance for the forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the country of Ju-
dea, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jor-
dan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leath-
er girdle around his waist, and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying,
"After me comes he who is mightier than I, the thong of whose sandals I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit."

"Ex To0 Kata Mapkov 1:1-8 EbayyeAiov T0 Avayvwopa
"Apx1) ToD evayyeriov ‘'Incot Xplotod, viod Tol Beol. ‘¢ yéypamral £V TOTG TTpo@NTALS, (50U £Y®
ATOOTEAAW TOV AYYEAOVY OV TIPO TIPOOMTIOV 00V, 0G KATACKEVATEL THV 060V oov EUTtpocBEv cov:
@wvn Bo®dvTog £v Ti) €pMpw, eTopacate v 080v Kupiov, evbeiag motette tag tpifoug adtod,
gyéveto 'Twdvvng Bamtifwy év Ti] épnpw kal knpUoowv BATTIONA peTAVOLAS £iG dpETLY
apaptidv. Kal égemopeveto mpog avtov maoa 1) ‘Tovdaia ywpa kat ot ‘TepoooAvpital, kKai
¢Bamrifovto mavteg v 1§ TopSdvn moTaue VT aitol £€opoAoyouevol Tag dpaptiag atédv. Hv
8¢ 0 'Twavvng évéeduuévos Tpiyag kaunAov kai {owvnv deppativny ept TV 06UV avToD, Kal
¢00imv drpidag kal péd &yplov. Kai éxnpuooe Aéywv: épyetat  ioxupdtepds pov 6miow Hov, ov
oUK il Ikavog kKOPag AToat TOV IHAVTH TOV VTTOSNHATWY aOTOD" Ey® PEV ERATTIoN VUES €V
USatL, autog 8¢ Bamtioel Ludg év Mvevpatt ‘Ay'ug.



Today we Commemorate:

o Melania the Younger, Nun of Rome
o The Martyr and Presbyter Zoticus of Rome, Patron of Orphans

Saint Melania the Younger, who was born in 388, was the grand-daughter of Saint
Melania the Elder (see June 8). Her father Publicola was an Eparch of Rome. She was
joined in wedlock to a husband and became the mother of two children, both of
which she lost shortly thereafter. Thus, having agreed with her husband to pass the
rest of their lives in abstinence and chastity, and taking her mother Albina with her,
she went off to Africa. They ransomed 8,000 captives; furthermore, they built two
monasteries - one for men and one for women - in the city of Tagaste, which was in
the district of Tunis. After seven years they moved to Jerusalem. Thereafter Melania
shut herself up in a small and narrow hermitage by the Mount of Olives, and wearing
away her body with fasting and vigil, she reposed in 434.

Services—Week of December 31st

Sunday, December 31st— Memorial Service

40 days-Joan Perikly, Annual- Lucy (Loukia) Ntatsos-St. Armour, Angelo
Ntatsos, Litsa (Mary) Ntatsos, Bill (Vasilios) St. Armour, Sarah (Sara) Ntatsos,
Helen (Eleni) Ntatsos, Pres. Alva Mahalares

Monday, January 1st —Circumcision of our Lord & Feast of St. Basil the Great
9:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Friday, January 5th
7:30 a.m. Royal Hours
9:00 a.m. Vesperal Liturgy

Saturday, January 6th-Holy Theophany
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy & Blessing of the Water
11:45 a.m. Reception of Converts
6:00 p.m. Great Vespers & Pre-Communion Prayers
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http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=362

Helpful Information:

Sunday School: Sunday School meets after Communion on Sunday mornings. Grades
Pre-K through 8% grade meet in the 4™ acre house. Grades 9-12 meet in the confer-
ence room up in the choir loft.

Fellowship Hour: Dimitri & Marta Ntatsos are sponsoring Fellowship Hour this
morning in memory of their departed loved ones. Please note— Due to a hall rental,
Fellowship Hour will conclude at 12:00 p.m.

Dean Pappas Memorial Bookstore: Open after the dismissal of Divine Liturgy.

Please make every effort to arrive for services a little early. If you happen to arrive
late, please observe the following moments in the Divine Liturgy when you should
not enter the Nave but wait quietly in the Narthex. You may enter after these mo-
ments:

e The Priest censing e Gospel Reading

e The Small Entrance e The Homily

e The Great Entrance e Consecration of the Gifts

o Epistle Reading o The Lord's Prayer
Confession Times:

o Saturdays from 5:30 - 6:00 p.m.
 During Great Vespers immediately following the Great Censing. Please wait in the
front pews closest to the Bishop’s Throne.

« By appointment (Please contact the church office)

Resources:
*Complete Church Calendar: https://stkatherineaz.org/parish-calendar
*Sunday Homilies: https://stkatherineaz.org/homilies
*For Orthros (Matins) Text visit: AGES Digital Chant Stand
*Saints, Feasts, Epistle & Gospel readings: https://www.goarch.org/chapel/calendar

*Livestream on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams

Please silence cell phones when in church.
5



https://stkatherineaz.org/parish-calendar
https://stkatherineaz.org/homilies
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https://www.youtube.com/@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams

Prayer Requests
(Prayers for the living will be retained on the list for 40 days.)
I Peter 4:7 Be serious and discipline yourselves in prayer. Cast all your anxiety on Him
because He cares for you.
Living:
e Ann Trikas, for healing from a broken knee
e Spero V. for help in difficult times
e Christina M., for health and healing
Dimitri, for healing
For our Sunday School teachers and students
For our catechumens and inquirers
Peace in the Holy Land and in Ukraine
e For those impacted by wars, earthquakes, fires, and
floods around the world

e For Fr. Nicholas, the staff, and boys at St. Innocent Orphanage

2024 Ecclesiastical Calendars

The 2024 Ecclesiastical Calendars are available at the
Candle Stand.

Quantities are limited-one per household.

i JANUARY

Home-bound parishioners, please contact the church
office to request that a calendar be mailed to you.

ECCLESIASTICAL
CALENDAR

Compliments of:
Bueler Mortuary R 5 -
14 W. Hulet Drive, Chandler, AZ 85224 e
480-963-6351 O =

Arizona Hellenic Foundation Scholarships

The Arizona Hellenic Foundation has several scholarships available for eligi-
ble students. For eligibility requirements and scholarship application please
visit the foundation's website, ''Azhellenic.org".

Applications are due by April 1, 2024.
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St. Irene Philoptochos Vasilopita Sale

Sunday, December 31 & Sunday, January 7 |
11:00AM in the Community Center

For more information email Kathy Connell: |
madgreekkathy@aol.com :

All Vasilopita Sale proceeds benefit St. Basil’s Academy

| St. Irene Philoptochos — HOLIDAY BAKE SALE |

Saturday December 30 - 12:00PM — 3:00PM
Pre-order your baked goods online: orders.ATasteofGreeceAZ.com and pick-up at sale so
you have them for Christmas & New Years or contact: Marjie Thorpe @ Church Office —
480 899-3330, or email Kathy Connell @ madgreekkathy@aol.com

Holiday Bake Sale Order Form
# of Packages Amount
Koulourakia — 1 Dozen - $10.00
Kourabiedes — % Dozen - $8.00
Melomakarona — % Dozen - $8.00
Baklava — 12 Petite Pieces - $18.00
Sweet Bread -1 Loaf - $15.00
Variety Pack, — $25.00
(3 Melo; 3 Kourabiethes; 6 Koulourakia, 8 Petite Baklava)
Hostess Tray - Wrapped - $35.00

(6 Melo; 6 Kourabiethes; 12 Petite Baklava)
Total
Name Phone #



mailto:madgreekkathy@aol.com
https://stkatherineaz.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4790d80484c9448c0ed8b0053&id=0105523c48&e=710f61ec8f

Bookstore Open

The Bookstore has been restocked and is open on
Sundays after Liturgy.

Requests for specific icons, books, or supplies may be
made by emailing Carol Stathopoulos at cns-
greek@aol.com.

For icons please specify subject and size:

4x6”, 8x10”, 11x14”, etc. Please note: icons take be-
tween 2 and 6 weeks for delivery depending on availabil - |
ity either here in the United States or in Greece.

For books please specify title and author.

For all other items please describe as accurately as possi-
ble: size, materials, and quantity.

Bookstore will restock supplies such as charcoal, incense, candles, prayer cards, prayer
ropes and bracelets, as in the past.

Future prices will reflect increases in product costs and shipping charges. Every effort is
made to obtain the lowest prices for quality products. The bookstore pricing does not in-
clude a markup for profit. All bookstore personnel volunteer their time and efforts.

Welcome to Our Visitors

We welcome you with open arms and joy in our Lord , we hope your experience at St.
Katherine's is a blessing for you.

Only those who are Baptized and/or Chrismated in the Orthodox faith may receive
Holy Communion.

Orthodox Christians desiring to receive the Body of Blood of Christ must ensure
proper preparation through confession (minimum 4 times a year), reconciliation in
your heart with all, and observation of the fasting guidelines set forth by the Church.

If you are not Orthodox, you may approach the Chalice for a blessing. To do this,
come to the chalice and simply say, “a blessing please.”

If you have any questions please contact Fr. Timothy: frtimskchurch@gmail.com

Our Parish Family

If you are new to our parish and would like to become a member, please contact our Church
office: office@st-katherineaz.org or call 480-899-3330.

To subscribe to our newsletter please visit:
https://stkatherineaz.org/

If you are visiting and/or inquiring about the Orthodox faith and are interested in learning
more, please contact Fr. Timothy: frtimskchurgh@gmail.com
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QEGISTER TOD4),

ANNUAL YOUTH

January 12 - 14, 2024

Emmanuel Pines Camp, Prescott, AZ

Cost: $175 per person, $25 sibling discount
Sign up at assumptionaz.org/winterretreat
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YEAR END GIVING GUIDELINES | Deadline December 31st

Year-End Giving

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 31*

With the nativity season approaching and 2023 drawing to a close, we would like to offer
guidance on how St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church will be handling 2023 contributions as
well as 2024 contributions.

The church office will be closed from Friday, December 29, 2023, through Monday, January 1,
2024.

The IRS’s basic rule is a gift must be “delivered” to the church by December 31 for the gift to
count as a contribution for that calendar year. The date of delivery depends on how the gift
was made and delivered.

e InPerson — Physically received in the church office by December 30th during normal of-
fice hours. (Please keep in mind that the normal office hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30am
-3:30pm)

e US Postal Service — Postmarked by December 315t

e Private Delivery Service such as FedEx or UPS — Physically received in the church office by
December 30" during normal office hours. (Please keep in mind that the normal office hours
are Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30am-3:30pm)

Online Giving through the St Katherine web site needs to be completed before December 315
If using a credit card, it must be “fully processed” i.e. approved by the credit card issuer by
December 31st.

Payment made by check should be dated “December 31, 2023” and the memo line should in-
dicate which contribution year (“2023” or “2024”) the payment is for.

Donation of stock(s) allow a member to support the church without affecting personal cash

flow. Generally speaking, the most tax-advantaged approach is to donate stock held for more

than one year that has appreciated in value. This provides for a larger charitable contribution

and avoids tax on the capital gain. For stocks with a loss, it is advisable to sell it first and then

donate the cash. If you are considering either option, please consult with your tax or financial

advisor. Please contact Glenn Thorpe for our account information if you wish to donate stock.
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Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from an IRA

Many older parishioners hold tax-deferred Individual Retirement Accounts or IRA’s, which
probably began as 401K accounts while still working. The accounts were funded with earn-
ings PRE-TAX (the money was removed from your paycheck BEFORE taxes were deduct-

ed). When you retire, these funds are used as a source of income for your expenses. Since
they were not taxed when deposited into the 401K/IRA, these funds are FULLY TAXABLE as
ordinary income when they are withdrawn in your retirement. Withdrawals can be made
without penalty any time after age 59%/2. At age 72 (73 if you turn 72 after December 31,

2022), you are REQUIRED to withdraw a “Required Minimum Distribution” or RMD each year
in an amount based on your age and the balance in your IRA. You will be required to pay tax
on this withdrawal as if it were ordinary earned income.

In 2006, a provision of the Pension Protection Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-280) established the
“Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD. Eligibility for making QCDs from a taxable IRA
begins at age 70%2. A QCD is a VOLUNTARY withdrawal from your IRA, up to $100000 in 2023
(8105000 in 2024), which is paid DIRECTLY to a qualified charity or tax-exempt organization
(like St. Katherine). The donor pays NO TAX on the withdrawal and, as a tax-exempt entity,
the charity or church pays no tax either. When you file your tax return, you can normally de-
duct the full amount of the QCD if you itemize deductions. This is a “win-win” in that you
can donate to the church or other qualified entity, pay no tax, and have the recipient benefit
in the full amount of your QCD. Any amount donated as a QCD in a given year is deducted
from the required RMD amount for that year, up to and including your entire RMD amount
(subject to the $100000 ($105000 in 2024) limit).

This option requires some advance planning so individuals considering it should consult a
tax professional and/or financial advisor to ensure that all the above conforms to your per-
sonal situation and circumstances before making any withdrawals or donations.

Advance Charitable Deduction is another option where you might consider pre-paying part
or all of your 2024 giving, thus advancing the deduction into 2023. [ This can be especially
helpful to individuals who marginally itemize their deductions, possibly allowing them to itemize
for 2023 and then take the standard deduction for 2024.]

This letter is not intended to provide legal, tax, or investment advice. You should consult
your legal, tax, or investment advisors for advice.

Sincerely,

Antigoni Bhatia

Treasurer
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Icon Adornment Sponsorship

Icon Decoration Sponsorship Request Form

The Flower Ministry at St. Katherine serves to beautify our Church at the following
times of the year:

« September 8™ The Nativity of the Theotokos

o September 14" The Exaltation of the Cross

o November 215 The Entrance Into the Temple of the Theotokos

o November 25™ St. Katherine the Great Martyr

o December 25™ The Nativity of Christ

e January 6™ Theophany

o February 27 The Presentation of Christ

e March 25%" The Annunciation of the Theotokos

o Akathist Services (Five Fridays in Great Lent)

o Palm Sunday (Sunday before Pascha)

« Every Service during Holy Week beginning Sunday evening with the Bride-
groom Service (Sunday evening through Holy Pascha)

« HolyPascha

o The Ascension of Christ (40 days after Pascha)
o Holy Pentecost (50 days after Pascha)

o August 6" The Transfiguration of Christ

o August 15" The Dormition of the Theotokos

If you would like to sponsor the decoration of an icon of a saint or feast day not
listed above, please complete the information below and return it to the church
office, at least 4 weeks in advance and the Flower Ministry will decorate the appro-
priate icon for that day.

Donations are appreciated and will be designated specifically for the Flower Ministry.
Date of request:
Requested by:
Saint/Feast Day and Date:
In memory or in honor of:

12
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Apokries 2024 —Save the Date!
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Greek Mardi Gras | Dance | Door Prize | 50/50 Raffle | Costume Optional |
Best Costume Prizes for Male, Female & Child

Saturday, March 9, 2024
Cash Bar 6 PM | Dinner 7 PM | Close 11 PM
Tickets: Adults $100 | 12 and under $25




2024 Stewardship Pledge Cards Now Available at the Candle

Stand
Yl done
Please complete and submit your good & faithful
2024 Stewardship Pledge Card servant

To establish/maintain stewardship, a
Stewardship Pledge Card must be
completed and submitted each year.
This enables our accountant to keep
accurate records.

STEWARDSHIP
MINISTRY

ALL SAINTS
CAMP

ARIZONA
PRESENTS

PICKLEBALL
TOURNAMENT @
FUNDRAISER——

11AM SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 3, 2024 HoLY ;:::_I;; EQJ:TE e

B HIGHLIGHTS

16 Teams ! .
Single Elimination . Raffle for great prizes!

e e BBQ and drinks for sale CAMP SHADOW PINES | HEBER, AZ
ServeSignups | Cornhole and Fun! ,
e OpenDec.8 @ 12pm MAY 26 - JUNE 1

$100 per team Questions? Email Chris Fredericksen at: | WWW.ALLSAINTSCAMPARIZONA.ORG
c.fredericksen@yahoo.com 1p

REGISTRATION OPENS DEC. 15




2023 Stewardship Update

To date, 163 families have
pledged $326,062 toward the
$386,000 budgeted for 2023.

New Convenient Ways to Give!

Hover your phone camera over
the QR code, which will take
you to our website. From the
menu, click on the Stewardship
tab.

Digital payment platforms
allow the church to accept

stewardship, general or

Light a Virtual Candle

"I am the light of the world; he who

follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life. (John
8:12)

At times it may not be possible to physically go to
church and light a candle, so we offer this option for
those who would like to make an offering of prayer and
faith by lighting a virtual candle.
https://stkatherineaz.org/light-a-candle

specific donations for any
ministry. To ensure your
donation is properly allocated,
please make a o

note in the
memo
indicating your
wishes.

RECOMMENDED LEVELS OF GIVING

Pﬁ:iEoNJS £ 5% 8% 10%
:‘::umael Annual Giving Weekly Annual Giving Weekly I:;:‘::agl Weekly
$20.000 $1,000 $19.23 $1,600 $30.77 $2,000 $38.46
$40,000 $2,000 $38.46 $3,200 $61.54 $4,000 $76.92
$60,000 $3,000 $57.69 $4,800 $92.31 $6,000 $115.38
$80,000 $4,000 $76.92 $6,400 $123.08 $8,000 $153.85
$100,000 $5,000 $96.15 $8,000 $153.85 $10,000 $192.31
$125,000 $6,250 $120.19 $10,000 $192.31 $12,500 $240.38
$150,000 $7,500 $144.23 $12,000 $230.77 $15,000 $288.46
$200,000 $10,000 $192.31 $16,000 $307.69 $20,000 $384.62

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."

Matthew 6:21

Thank you for your commitment.



https://stkatherineaz.org/light-a-candle

