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December 3rd, 2023
14th Sunday of Matthew

Mission Statement

To Engage, Serve, and Enrich the lives of Orthodox Christians, through
Word, Worship, and Outreach, and to Welcome all people to live the Orthodox
Christian way of life.

Our Clergy:
Fr. Timothy Pavlatos, Proistamenos
Fr. Philip Armstrong, Priest Emeritus
Fr. Demetrios Kavouras, Priest Emeritus

Contact Us:
480-899-3330 - office@st-katherine.org - www.stkatherineaz.org
Church Office Hours:

Tuesday-Thursday 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Closed 12:00-1:00 p.m. for lunch
Fr. Timothy is off on Thursdays.

Metropolis of San Francisco / Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America



http://www.stkatherinechurchaz.org

Hymns at the Small Entrance
Resurrection Apolytikion

When the stone was sealed by the Jews and the soldiers were guarding Your immaculate body,
You rose on the third day, O Savior, granting life unto the world. For which cause the powers
of heaven cried out to You, O Life-giver: Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ. Glory to Your
Kingdom. Glory to Your dispensation, O only Friend of man.

ToT AlBov opayloBévtog VO TV Iovdalwy, Kal oTPATIW TV UAXGTOVTWY TO AXPAVTOV GOV
o®dNUA, AVESTNG TPUIHEPOG ZW TP, SWPOVHEVOG TM KOTU® TNV {wnVv. Atk ToUTOo ol AUVANELS TGV
oVpav@V £BOwv oot Zwodota AdSa tij dvaotdoel cov Xploté, §68a tf] Baoiieia oov, §68a i)
olkovoula oov, pove PAdvOpwe.

Apolytikion of St. Katherine

Let us sing the praise of the Bride of Christ renown, * the Patroness of Sinai, Kathe-
rine Divine. * Our assistance and protection, * for she has brilliantly subdued, * the
impious refined, by the power of the Spirit. * She was crowned as a martyr of the
Lord, * and for all, she entreats His great mercy.

T1v Tavev@nov vOlenv Xplotol Ovjowey, Aikatepivav v Oelav kal toAtoTyov Zwvé, v
BonBelav UGV kal avtiAniy, 0TL E@iHwaoe AalTpdG, ToUG KoPPoug TV doefidv, ToD
[vevparog tf) Paxaipa, kat viv wg Mdptug ote@Beion, aiteltal tdol T0 PHEya EAe0g.

Kontakion

On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word ineffably,
Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth,on hearing the gladsome tidings;
with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him Who is willing to be gazed on as a
young Child Who before the ages is God.

H [lapBévog onpepov, TovV tpoatwviov Adyov, v EmnAaiw £pxetal ATOTEKEY dmoPprtws. Xopeve
1 oikovpévn dkouTtioBelon, 665acov petd Ayyédwv kat TdVv Mowwévwy, Bouindévta émo@bijvar,
[Tadlov véov, TOV PO aiwvwy Bedv.

Epistle Reading: Ephesians 5:8-19
Brethren, walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good
and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the
unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is a shame even to
speak of the things that they do in secret; but when anything is exposed by the light it
becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it is said,
"Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you light." Look
carefully then how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise, making the most of the
time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the
will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be
filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with all your heart.



Mpog ’E@eciovg 5:8-19

ASeA@ol, WG TEKVA PWTOG TIEPLTTATELTE - 0 YAP KAPTIOG TOU TVEVHATOG £V Ttdon dyaBwovvn Kal
Sikatoovvn kat aAnBeia - Sokipualovteg Tt €0TIV EVAPECTOV TG KUPLW* KAl [1T) CUYKOLVWVETTE TOTG
€pyoLs ToiG dkdapTolg ToU oKOTOUG, UEAAOV O¢& Kal EAEYXETE: TA YAP KPU@T] YIvopeva UTT aU TGV
aloypov éotwv kal Aéyev. Ta 8¢ mavta EAeyyxopeva UTO ToU PWTOG @avepoTTaL: TRV YAP TO
@avePOUPEVOVY OGS £oTiv. ALd Agyel, Eyelpe 0 kaBedwv Kal AvaoTa €k TV VEKPOV, Kal
¢mpaoel oot O Xplotdg. BAEmeTe 00V THG dkpLBGS TIEPUTATEITE, PT) WG AG0@OL, GAN’ &G Go@oi,
eEayopaldpevol TOV Kalpdv, OTL al fjuépat tovnpal eiowy. A toUito pr yiveoBe dgpoveg, GAAX
ouviévteg Tl TO B8N pa ToD kupiov. Kal pf) peBbokecBe otve, év @ éoTiv dowtia, GAAG TANpoToOE
€V vevpaty, AadoDvTeg EaUTOTG PoApoTg katl VuvoLg katl mSois TVEVHATIKOLG, &Sovteg Kal
PdAAovTeg €V Tf] KapSig VP®V T@® Kuplw.

Gospel Reading: Luke 18:35-43

At that time, as Jesus drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside
begging; and hearing a multitude going by, he inquired what this meant. They told
him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by." And he cried, "Jesus, Son of David, have
mercy on me!" And those who were in front rebuked him, telling him to be silent;
but he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" And Jesus stopped,
and commanded him to be brought to him; and when he came near, he asked him,
"What do you want me to do for you?" He said, "Lord, let me receive my sight." And
Jesus said to him, '""Receive your sight; your faith has made you well." And immedi-
ately he received his sight and followed him, glorifying God; and all the people,
when they saw it, gave praise to God.

"Ek ToU Kata Aovkdv 18:35-43 EVayysAiov T0 Avayvwopa
T® kap® exelvw, 'Eyéveto 8¢ év Td €yyilewv avtov €l Tepyym TuAIS TIg k&N TO TTOPQ TNV
080V pooalt@dv: dkovoag 6¢ 6xAou Slamopevopévou EmuvOaveto Tl €in Tadta. dmmyysday 6¢
aT® 0Tl 'Inoot 0 Nalwpalog mapépxetal kal Efomoe Aéywv' 'Inocod vie Aauis, EAéncodv pe’ kal
ol Tpodryovteg EMeTipwy aT® v olwmmomn’ aiTog 8¢ ToAAG P&AAOV Ekpalev: LIE Aauls, EAénoov
pe. oraeag 8¢ 0 'Inootg £xéNevoey aVToV Gy Ofjvau npog aOToOV. syytcavrog 8¢ autol ém pum]osv
aVTOV AéywVv' Tl ool BéAeLg Ttomcco 0 8¢ etme” Kiple, va O(VO(ﬁ?\SlIJ(D Kol O Inoovg elmev aOT"
avafAedov: 1) TioTig 0oL 0EoWKE o€, Kal Tapaxpfipa avéBAee, kal nKoAovBeL aVT® SOEaZwv TOV
Bedv" kol TG 6 Aadg ISV ESwkev atvov TH Bd.

Today we Commemorate:

o The Holy Prophet Sophonias (Zephaniah)
e Our Righteous Father John, Bishop and Hesychast
o Holy Martyrs Agapius and Seleucius

This Prophet, who is ninth in order among the minor Prophets, was the son of Chusi (Cushi),
from the tribe of Levi, or according to some, the great-grandson of King Hezekias. He proph-
esied in the years of Josias, who reigned in the years 641-610 before Christ. His book of
prophecy is divided into three chapters. His name means 'Yah has concealed."
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http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=320
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints?contentid=776

Services—Week of December 3rd

Sunday, December 3rd- 14th Sunday of Matthew
8:15 a.m. Orthros
9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Memorial Service: Irene Lalagos-40 Days, George Vakanas- Annual
Artoklasia: Offered by Barbara Georgousis in honor of St. Porfirios & St. Barbara.

Wednesday, December 6th-St. Nicholas the Wonderworker
8:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Saturday, December 2nd
6:00 p.m. Great Vespers

Parish Council Election Application Deadline December 3rd

PA OUNCIL
EL NS

Parish Council Elections are scheduled for Sunday, December 10th.

There are 3 open positions. Any Member-in-Good-Standing may submit an
application to run.

If you are interested in running or have questions, please see the Election

Committee Chairperson, Niki Pallas. Application deadline is December 3rd.

Welcome to Our Visitors

We welcome you with open arms and joy in our Lord
we hope your experience at St. Katherine's is a blessing
for you.

Only those who are Baptized and/or Chrismated in the Orthodox faith may receive

Holy Communion. If you are not Orthodox, you may approach the Chalice for a

blessing. To do this, come to the chalice and simply say, “ablessing please.”

Orthodox Christians desiring to receive the Body of Blood of Christ must ensure

proper preparation through confession (minimum 4 times a year), reconciliation in

your heart with all, and observation of the fasting guidelines set forth by the Church.
4




Helpful Information:

Sunday Service Times: 8:15 a.m. Orthros, 9:30 a.m. Divine Liturgy

Sunday School: Sunday School meets after Communion on Sunday mornings. Grades
Pre-K through 8% grade meet in the 4™ acre house. Grades 9-12 meet in the confer-
ence room up in the choir loft.

Fellowship Hour: The Parish Council is sponsoring Fellowship Hour this morning.
Dean Pappas Memorial Bookstore: Open after the dismissal of Divine Liturgy.

Please make every effort to arrive for services a little early. If you happen to arrive
late, please observe the following moments in the Divine Liturgy when you should
not enter the Nave but wait quietly in the Narthex. You may enter after these mo-
ments:

e The Priest censing e Gospel Reading

e The Small Entrance e The Homily

e The Great Entrance e Consecration of the Gifts

e Epistle Reading e The Lord's Prayer
Confession Times:

o Saturdays from 5:30 - 6:00 p.m.
« During Great Vespers immediately following the Great Censing. Please wait in the
front pews closest to the Bishop’s Throne.

« By appointment (Please contact the church office)

Resources:
*Complete Church Calendar: https://stkatherineaz.org/parish-calendar
*Sunday Homilies: https://stkatherineaz.org/homilies
*For Orthros (Matins) Text visit: AGES Digital Chant Stand
*Saints, Feasts, Epistle & Gospel readings: https://www.goarch.org/chapel/calendar

*Livestream on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/
@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams

Please silence cell phones when in church.
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https://stkatherineaz.org/parish-calendar
https://stkatherineaz.org/homilies
https://st-katherine.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4790d80484c9448c0ed8b0053&id=bb6a620e58&e=710f61ec8f
https://st-katherine.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4790d80484c9448c0ed8b0053&id=011d2c2a6b&e=710f61ec8f
https://www.youtube.com/@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@stkatherinegreekorthodoxch8030/streams

Prayer Requests
(Prayers for the living will be retained on the list for 40 days.)

I Peter 4:7 Be serious and discipline yourselves in prayer. Cast all your anxiety on Him be-
cause He cares for you.

Living:

o Dimitri, for healing

« Innocent, for health and healing

o Georgia L., for suitable housing

o Joann, for health and healing

o Fr. Timothy, for healing from injury

o Maria & Edith, for health and healing

o Ethan, for health and healing

o Annie & son Levi, for diagnosis and therapy

o Drew for suitable employment

o Marko, for health and healing from surgery

o Leo & Aleah, for health and healing

o Jerry, for health and healing

o For our catechumens and inquirers

o For our Sunday School teachers and students
o For those impacted by wars, earthquakes, floods, and fires around the world
o For Fr. Nicholas, the staff, and boys at St. Innocent Orphanage

o For all those suffering from the violence in Israel and Orthodox Christians living
in the holy land

Departed:

e James C. Columbus +
e Joan Perikly +

o Irene Lalagos +

o Vasiliki Laloudakis +

Catechumen Meeting

Our third Catechumen meeting is scheduled for this Sunday, December 3, after Liturgy in the
conference room. All current Catechumens should make plans to attend.

Final Catechism Class- December: 5th- Icons & Architecture
6




Young Adult Ministry

The St. Katherine’s Young Adults will be meeting with Fr. Timothy on
December 7th, 7:00 p.m., inside the church, to talk about the Nativity fast and
spiritual discipline.

Saint George

CONNECTING YOUNG

~ [ 3 v ADULTS WHO ARE STRIVING
Antiochian Orthodox Church DULTS WHO ARE STRIEINI

YOUNG ADULT HOLIDAY
PARTY

DECEMBER & @ 1 PM
SAINT GEORGE: ORTHODOX BALLROOM

JOIN US IF'OR A HOLIDAY
CELEBRATION SUPPORTING A T.OCAL
CHARITY
(PLS BRING YOUR IFAV DISH FOR THI=
POTILUCK)

DREESSY OR CHRISTMAS
FUN ATTIRE. ENCOURAGID

SCANOR
VISIT LINK TORSVP BY 12/1

HTTPS://TINYURL.COM/YXDJ3N2M
[=] T [
i
[=]




YEAR END GIVING GUIDELINES | Deadline December 31st

Year-End Giving

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 31*

With the nativity season approaching and 2023 drawing to a close, we would like to offer
guidance on how St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church will be handling 2023 contributions as
well as 2024 contributions.

The church office will be closed from Friday, December 29, 2023, through Monday, January 1,
2024.

The IRS’s basic rule is a gift must be “delivered” to the church by December 31 for the gift to
count as a contribution for that calendar year. The date of delivery depends on how the gift
was made and delivered.

e InPerson — Physically received in the church office by December 30th during normal of-
fice hours. (Please keep in mind that the normal office hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30am
-3:30pm)

e US Postal Service — Postmarked by December 315t

e Private Delivery Service such as FedEx or UPS — Physically received in the church office by
December 30" during normal office hours. (Please keep in mind that the normal office hours
are Tuesday-Thursday, 9:30am-3:30pm)

Online Giving through the St Katherine web site needs to be completed before December 315
If using a credit card, it must be “fully processed” i.e. approved by the credit card issuer by
December 31st.

Payment made by check should be dated “December 31, 2023” and the memo line should in-
dicate which contribution year (“2023” or “2024”) the payment is for.

Donation of stock(s) allow a member to support the church without affecting personal cash

flow. Generally speaking, the most tax-advantaged approach is to donate stock held for more

than one year that has appreciated in value. This provides for a larger charitable contribution

and avoids tax on the capital gain. For stocks with a loss, it is advisable to sell it first and then

donate the cash. If you are considering either option, please consult with your tax or financial

advisor. Please contact Glenn Thorpe for our account information if you wish to donate stock.
8




Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from an IRA

Many older parishioners hold tax-deferred Individual Retirement Accounts or IRA’s, which
probably began as 401K accounts while still working. The accounts were funded with earn-
ings PRE-TAX (the money was removed from your paycheck BEFORE taxes were deduct-

ed). When you retire, these funds are used as a source of income for your expenses. Since
they were not taxed when deposited into the 401K/IRA, these funds are FULLY TAXABLE as
ordinary income when they are withdrawn in your retirement. Withdrawals can be made
without penalty any time after age 59%/2. At age 72 (73 if you turn 72 after December 31,

2022), you are REQUIRED to withdraw a “Required Minimum Distribution” or RMD each year
in an amount based on your age and the balance in your IRA. You will be required to pay tax
on this withdrawal as if it were ordinary earned income.

In 2006, a provision of the Pension Protection Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-280) established the
“Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD. Eligibility for making QCDs from a taxable IRA
begins at age 70%2. A QCD is a VOLUNTARY withdrawal from your IRA, up to $100000 in 2023
(8105000 in 2024), which is paid DIRECTLY to a qualified charity or tax-exempt organization
(like St. Katherine). The donor pays NO TAX on the withdrawal and, as a tax-exempt entity,
the charity or church pays no tax either. When you file your tax return, you can normally de-
duct the full amount of the QCD if you itemize deductions. This is a “win-win” in that you
can donate to the church or other qualified entity, pay no tax, and have the recipient benefit
in the full amount of your QCD. Any amount donated as a QCD in a given year is deducted
from the required RMD amount for that year, up to and including your entire RMD amount
(subject to the $100000 ($105000 in 2024) limit).

This option requires some advance planning so individuals considering it should consult a
tax professional and/or financial advisor to ensure that all the above conforms to your per-
sonal situation and circumstances before making any withdrawals or donations.

Advance Charitable Deduction is another option where you might consider pre-paying part
or all of your 2024 giving, thus advancing the deduction into 2023. [ This can be especially
helpful to individuals who marginally itemize their deductions, possibly allowing them to itemize
for 2023 and then take the standard deduction for 2024.]

This letter is not intended to provide legal, tax, or investment advice. You should consult
your legal, tax, or investment advisors for advice.

Sincerely,

Antigoni Bhatia

Treasurer




ALL SAINTS
CAMP
ARIZONA
PRESENTS

PICKLEBALL
TOURNAMENT @
FUNDRAISER=—

11AM SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 3, 2024 - ;g::.llg EQJ:TEDRAL

E-NTRY ® HIGHLIGHTS
2 16 Teams :

. singleElimination | Raffle for great prizes!
 FirstCome, First ~ ©  BBQ and drinks for sale

Serve Sign-ups cornioleardlrurt
e OpenDec.8 @ 12pm

. $100 per team




ALL

INTS
CAMI

24!

REGISTRATION OPENS DEC. 15

CAMP SHADOW PINES | HEBER, AZ
MAY 26 - JUNE 1
WWW.ALLSAINTSCAMPARIZONA.ORG
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Icon Adornment Sponsorship

Icon Decoration Sponsorship Request Form

The Flower Ministry at St. Katherine serves to beautify our Church at the fol-
lowing times of the year:

« September 8™ The Nativity of the Theotokos

« September 14" The Exaltation of the Cross

« November 215 The Entrance Into the Temple of the Theotokos

« November 25% St. Katherine the Great Martyr

« December 25™ The Nativity of Christ

o January 6" Theophany

« February 2" The Presentation of Christ

o March 25™ The Annunciation of the Theotokos

« Akathist Services (Five Fridays in Great Lent)

« Palm Sunday (Sunday before Pascha)

« Every Service during Holy Week beginning Sunday evening with the
Bridegroom Service (Sunday evening through Holy Pascha)

o Holy Pascha

« The Ascension of Christ (40 days after Pascha)
« Holy Pentecost (50 days after Pascha)

« August 6" The Transfiguration of Christ

« August 15™ The Dormition of the Theotokos

If you would like to sponsor the decoration of an icon of a saint or feast day
not listed above, please complete the information below and return it to the
church office, at least 4 weeks in advance and the Flower Ministry will
decorate the appropriate icon for that day.

Donations are appreciated and will be designated specifically for the Flower
Ministry.
Date of request:
Requested by:
Saint/Feast Day and Date:
In memory or in honor of:

12




St. Irene Philoptochos Sts. Joachim & Anna Family Ministry

EVERYONE DESERVES A
WARM NIGHT’S SLEEP

Saints Joachim and Anna

FAMILY
MINISTRY

The Sleeping Bag Project

moms & TOTS

St. Irene Philoptochos is sponsoring evext ovice 1SS
the "Warm Night's Sleep Program, ouar ACRE HOUSE
which donates new/ gently used o psHp 5 COMNUNITY
sleeping bags and blankets to Phoenix A e

Rescue Mission, for distribution to the
homeless during the cold winter

months. oo
A box for the blankets and/or mone- ey
tary donations will be located in the ki
Community Center each Sunday CFE
through Dec. 1st. E%XE%

Your support will be appreciated.

YMINISTRY@GMAIL.COM

Jackie Bafaloukos & Vangela Mitchell
Co— chairs.

St. Irene Philoptochos
Holiday Basket Donations

Please help us provide a special Christmas dinner for families in our parish who are
in need of a helping hand. To donate, see Dianne Evripidou, Marjie Thorpe, or any
board member.

Please make checks to St. Irene Philoptochos.

All donations are greatly appreciated.!

13




Apokries 2024 —Save the Date!
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Greek Mardi Gras | Dance | Door Prize | 50/50 Raffle | Costume Optional |
Best Costume Prizes for Male, Female & Child

Saturday, March 9, 2024
Cash Bar 6 PM | Dinner 7 PM | Close 11 PM
Tickets: Adults $100 | 12 and under $25




Poinsettia Memorial Donation

Please join us in remembering our beloved family and friends
during this Christmas Season with a Memorial Poinsettia which
will adorn the iconostasis.
C Donations are $20.00 per plant. Please complete this form and
return it to the church office by December 12"

our Name:
In Memory of:

REGISTER TOD4y, Our Parish Family
ANNUAL YOUTH If you are new to our parish and
- D would like to become a member,
y please contact our Church office:
' E office@st-katherineaz.org or call
l : 480-899-3330.
L

To subscribe to our newsletter

Retreat please visit;
January 12 - 14, 2024 https://stkatherineaz.org/

Emmanuel Pines Camp, Prescott, AZ

If you are visiting and/or inquiring
about the Orthodox faith and are
/o g B |interested in learning more, please
£, . Questions? Nikaarly contact Fr. Timothy:

TR iy Fo frtimskchurch@gmail.com

Cost: $175 per person, $25 sibling discount
Sign up at assumptionaz.org/winterretreat



mailto:office@st-katherineaz.org
https://stkatherineaz.org/
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2023 Stewardship Cards Available Now!

163 families have pledged $326,062
To establish/maintain stewardship, a
Stewardship Pledge Card must be
completed and submitted each year. o ;
(Completing and submitting a new card =—==""""
each year enables our accountant to keep accurate
records.)

New Convenient Ways to Give!

Hover your phone camera over
the QR code, which will take
you to our website. From the
menu, click on the Stewardship
tab.

Digital payment platforms
allow the church to accept

stewardship, general or

Light a Virtual Candle

"I am the light of the world; he who

follows me will not walk in darkness
but will have the light of life. (John
8:12)

At times it may not be possible to physically go to
church and light a candle, so we offer this option for
those who would like to make an offering of prayer and
faith by lighting a virtual candle.
https://stkatherineaz.org/light-a-candle

specific donations for any
ministry. To ensure your
donation is properly allocated,
please make a o

note in the
memo
indicating your
wishes.

RECOMMENDED LEVELS OF GIVING

Pﬁ:iEoNJS £ 5% 8% 10%
I‘:‘::umael Annual Giving Weekly Annual Giving Weekly I:;:‘:l:.agl Weekly
$20.000 $1,000 $19.23 $1,600 $30.77 $2,000 $38.46
$40,000 $2,000 $38.46 $3,200 $61.54 $4,000 $76.92
$60,000 $3,000 $57.69 $4,800 $92.31 $6,000 $115.38
$80,000 $4,000 $76.92 $6,400 $123.08 $8,000 $153.85
$100,000 $5,000 $96.15 $8,000 $153.85 $10,000 $192.31
$125,000 $6,250 $120.19 $10,000 $192.31 $12,500 $240.38
$150,000 $7,500 $144.23 $12,000 $230.77 $15,000 $288.46
$200,000 $10,000 $192.31 $16,000 $307.69 $20,000 $384.62

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."

Matthew 6:21

Thank you for your commitment.



https://stkatherineaz.org/light-a-candle

